LIBRARY UPDATES
New Books on our Shelves
An Introduction to the International Criminal Court (2017) by William A. Schabas

	
  

The International Criminal Court ushered in a new era in the protection of human rights. The Court
prosecutes genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and the crime of aggression when national
justice systems are either unwilling or unable to do so themselves. This fifth edition of the seminal text
describes a Court which is no longer in its infancy; the Court is currently examining situations that involve
more than 20 countries on every continent of the planet. This book considers the difficulties in the Court’s
troubled relationship with Africa, the vagaries of the position of the United States, and the challenges the
Court may face as it confronts conflicts around the world. It also reviews the history of international criminal
prosecution and the Rome Statute. Written by a leading commentator, it is an authoritative and up-to-date
introduction to the legal issues involved in the creation and operation of the ICC.

Quest for Regional Integration in the East African Community (2014) by International
Monetary Fund
The countries in the East African Community (EAC) are among the fastest growing economies in subSaharan Africa. The EAC countries are making significant progress toward financial integration, including
harmonization of supervisory arrangements and practices and the modernization of monetary policy
frameworks. This book focuses on regional integration in the EAC and argues that the establishment of a
time table for the eliminating the sensitive-products list and establishing a supranational legal framework for
resolving trade disputes are important reforms that should foster regional integration.
	
  

Building the International Criminal Court (2011) by Benjamin N. Schiff
The ICC is the first and only standing international court capable of prosecuting humanity’s worst crimes:
genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. It faces huge obstacles. It has no police force; it
pursues investigations in areas of tremendous turmoil, conflict, and death; it is charged both with trying
suspects and with aiding their victims; and it seeks to combine divergent legal traditions in an entirely new
international legal mechanism. International law advocates sought to establish a standing international
criminal court for more than 150 years. In Building the International Criminal Court, Oberlin College
Professor of Politics Ben Schiff analyses the ICC, melding historical perspective, international relations
theories, and observers’ insights to explain the Court’s origins, creation, innovations, dynamics, and
operational challenges.
	
  

The African Commission on Human and People’s Rights and International Law
(2001) by Rachel Murray

	
  

The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, established in 1987, was the third regional
instrument, after the European and American systems, for the promotion and protection of human rights.
This book, drawing on the jurisprudence and practice of the Commission, challenges the applicability of
international law to the African situation. Following an examination of the evolution of the African Charter
and the status of ratification, Murray questions the opposing dichotomy approach of international law.
Her critical analysis covers the notion of the state, the issue of personality and the application of the
international law distinctions between war and peace, and judicial and amicable disputes. The experience
and approach of the African Commission is compared with that of other regional and international bodies,
leading to the conclusion that a more holistic approach to international law is required if human rights are
to be adequately protected.

